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" We have promised India in our declaration responsible government. Did we
mean it or did we not ? We would say at once that all the parties in this country
were agreed that that pledge should be honoured. It would fall as the most
responsible task of the Simon Commission to point out what steps at this moment
it was desirable to take. The Simon Commission had made great sacrifices.
Their right arm would be weakened and their moral force would be sapped if
they could not feel that, all through, they had the united support of the people
of this country. He hoped that nothing would be said to-day to weaken in any
sense their taith in the sympathy, goodwill, understanding and concurrence of the
whole House and of their fellow-countrymen. The will of Parliament was behind
them. No man could say of what shape the steps of that journey might be. It
might be that there might be modifications of the democratic system as it has
evolved in the West. We could not tell. Our desire was that these things should
be threshed out by democratic men, representing both parties, as time went on.
"For a short time, after the 1917 Declaration, there was a feeling in the
Indian Civil Service that pethaps its day had gone by. Never were better men
required than in the future and for this reason, the task was infinitely more
difficult. They wanted more than the first class man as his task was not only
administrative but to lead the people along a path new to them and difficult to
anybody."
Mr. Baldwin expressed anxiety about the employment of the term, Dominion
Status, at this time and said, " When Self-Government or Responsible Govern-
ment in India is obtained, what is to be the position of India in the Empire ?
None can say when Responsible Government will be established or what shape it
will take. These things will be determined by forces we could not control,
British, Indian and world forces. Could there be any doubt in any quarter of
the Mouse that the position of India with full Responsible Government in the
Empire, whatever form it may take, must be one of equality with other States in
the Empire T'
" Nobody knew what Dominion Status would be when India had Respon-
sible Government, whether the date would be near or distant. No one dreamt
of a self-governing India without a self-governing status. No Indian dreamt of
an India with an inferior status because that would mean we had failed in our
work in India. No Tory Party, with which he was connected, would fail in
sympathy and endeavour to help in our time to the uttermost extent of our ability
in the solution of the great political problem which lay before us to-day.
** I hope that whatever expression of opinion may come in th e debate, not
a word will be said which, at a critical time like the present, may weaken the
authority of the Simon Commission or the Government of India.
" In the great problem, to the solution of which we have put our hands,
we have a great ideal set before us. We could not hope to see it realised. Our
work must be done in faith. Let us build for the future with the same faith
that we work for the present so that when, perhaps, in the long generations
to come there were men who would be putting the coping stone upon this building,
they might not be unforgetful of those who had toiled with faith among the
foundations."
Mr. Lloyd GEORGE pointed out that the Simon Commission, which was in
every sense a national commission, had done everything possible to get a full
knowledge of facts. Without awaiting its report the Declaration had been issued
at such time and manner and with such obscurity that some phases of that had
created an impression in India that it was intended immediately to confer full
Dominion Status. For the first time, action had been taken which had divided
the nation with reference to India.
No declaration should have been issued until the Simon Commission had
reported. As a statutory body, established by Parliament, it had a greter
authority thin the Secretary of State, the whole Government and the Viceroy upon
that particular subject. The Commission were the only people authorised by
law to expiess opinions. He did not mean that individuals could not express an
opinion but the Commission's was the only official opinion that could be expressed
unless Parliament reversed the Act.

